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The Lords had committed suicide.

The last weeks of the year 1909 we spent in touring
all over the country making speeches, and after an
unsatisfactory but predictable General Election we were
returned in January, 1910, by a reduced majority. The
general public showed an enlightened interest in the
question of Protection, which, considering the ignorance
on all financial matters of the majority of people, surprised
us. We received many and amusing letters ; among the
best is the following from Lord Hugh Cecil:

" HATFIELD HOUSE,

" February i8th, 1910.
" DEAR MRS. ASQUITH,

" Lloyd George has got you into a nice mess:
nothing left for you but to try and create 500 peers
and perish miserably attacking the King. That's
what comes of making an irresponsible demagogue
Chancellor of the Exchequer.

" Yours ever,

" HUGH CECIL/'

When we returned to Downing Street, successful and
defeated candidates poured in to give us their experiences
of the elections. Among others I saw Mr. John Burns,*
an old and valued friend of ours, whose career, if he would
write it, would be among the great and interesting
autobiographies of the world.

Among other adventures he served a short sentence
in prison for a riot in Trafalgar Square and was defended
in the Law Courts by my husband before he became
Home Secretary. In protesting against the long hours
of the railway men when he was standing in the witness
box he said:

" You should always give a man an opportunity of
telling his wife he is still her sweetheart."

* The Right Hon. John Burns.